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Vintage book

When Christine de Pizan wrote The Book of The City of Ladies, her intention was to defend women

from attacks brought on by a popular novel called The Romance of the Rose. In TBOTCOL she

defends a woman's right to education, soverienty, and justice. She brings up points such as why

women are not responsible for rape, why women are equals in intellect to men, and why women are

also warriors. To illustrate her point she uses for examples great women of Christian and Classical

History and her own conversations with Reason, Justice, and Rectitude. Mind you, this was written

some 90 years before Columbus landed in the Americas, but her message still rings true today. The

translation is wonderful and accessible.
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